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An abſtrac of a Leter from Mr. Fobn. 
Buſhel, and Mr, Frarcis Bond two 


Eminent Merchants in the Borka- 


_ dogs, to Mr Edward Busbel Citizen 

and Merchant of London ; concern- 
ing the late dreadiul Fire , which 
hapned at Bridge Town, the cheif 

\ place in that Uland April -18 1668. 


SIR. 


His Veſſels ſuddcn departure, and oyr amazetng 
diſtration gives us time to write to you,onely 2 
or three lines, but upcn the moſt ditmal and at- 
fitting occaſion thar cvcr offcred it 1e1t frem thele parts; * 
for on Satterday cvcning laſt,bcing the el ghreenth of this 
inſtant. month, there hapncd a molt dreadful Fire in our 
Town, which in the ſpace of two or threc hourcs mc. 


burnt and conſumed almoſt all the whole buildings there = 
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; (2) 
of, ſave only.g very few -honſes to the great aſtonich - 
ment of all thoſe who were either concerned in the loſs, 
or ipecators thereof. | 
Divine Providence ſo ordered it, that our honſe was 
one of thefirſt ſacrifices to the lames,whether ir begun in 
our or our Neighbors houſc we know "ot;and help could 
none be there expeted,itbcing next dour tc the publique 
Magazine of the Jſland, which ſomtim< after blew up ,, 
with great terrour and damage ; we having ſcare time 
In the mean ſpace ro ſave our Books and Papers of con- 
cern{ rogether with our lives ) from the mercileſs rage 
of that devouring fire, and dreadful firoke of the pow- 
fer which killed many with its violent ſtroke, ; 
|. The Lord ſanRiifie this afiQion unto us , and caitſe 
us with deep and ſerious contrition , to be 1enſible of 
his ſevercdi{pleaſure, which hath been revealed againſt 
us, and others of this Nation, 


Tours SIR. 


Barbadoes April 
._ _ the 20th 1668. 


& i, d 


\ = 


- 


TE Onveey =, 

The abſtract of anether. Letter ſent 
fromthe aforeſaid Perions'to Mr: 
ard Buſhel dated [April the 27. 


Edw 


1668. 
SIR, 


WE (ha[l now ( as having more time and leature ) 
ive you a. particular account of the {ad callamity 

which befel on Satrurday the 18 inſtant , mentioned in 
my laft : that day we were at home buſy, wtiting molt, 
part of the oy bony at Hong about five of the clock, 
( our houſe being waſhed and books and papers laid 
afide, being our uſpal praiſe in order to a cimely re- 
tirement for the Sabboth ; we two walked out as far as 
Exehange-place, leaving three or four of our ſervants ar 
home,but we had not been gone little above the ſpace of a 
quarter of an hour , till we were allarum'd with anout 
cry of a fire, which was ſzid to be either in our, or our 
Neighbours Garret. James Cofliz was then in our count- 
ing houſe receiving of mony, yet ſo ignorant of the miſ- 
hap that he knew nothing thereof , till he was made 
ſenſible of it, by the peoples running upſtairs, who diſ- 
covered the garret all on fire : nor can he give any account 
by what means or when it hapned, that which is much 
ſuſpeRed and moſt probable, 1s that it was either 
done by a little Negro, who lighted the Candle 
for them to ,tell the Money , and. might go up 
with the ſame into the Garret ,, orelle that rg 
J : 


(-04) 
be Findled by ſome ſpark, accidentally fa L \ffom ſottie 
of the Neighbours Chirtmeys, but of which we cannot 
yet abſolutely determine, 976 000 THT 
But we upon out,return, finding the Fire paſt reco- 
vety, hated to {ephre whar was moſt confiderable, and 
what in ſuch a ſudden cxigency we could carry away,not 
daring to ſtay any long time,the Fire prevailing ſo dread. 
fully upon our Houle, and it betng next to the Magazine 
of the Iſland, which had in it about 170 barrels "p pow- 
der, which ſct ſueh an amazcment , and ſtruck wuch a 
ecrtour wpon the hearts of molt people , rhar they durſt 
nor attempt to give thi:t afhftance, which otherwiſe would. 
have been done and performed, and might have preven-. 
red( in all Nparrwing ©: a great part of this devaſtation. 
So thar by what hath begn demonſirated, we muſt 
aſcribe the cavſe of the Fire preyailing lo far, to be the 
cauſe of the Magazine, which'being -it the middle of the 


Town, was 2 terrour to every man for lending his aſ- 
ſtance to rhe quenching of t Ao mn well knowing 
er 


that when the Fire came to the powder ſo near.ad/acenr, 
tr would caufe fuchablow as would deſitoy all near un- 
ro it; and indeed itisa miracle of mercy. (that uponſo 
little wiring] rt. did not deſtroy 'many hundreds of 
people, which euher by. covetuoſneſs of ſaving their 
gocds, or any ſtaid Þching, as it-was Nikdly to 
have done, had rhepowder been'inia Jow r6om, ;and not 
above, and queſtionleſs had irattet. with any oppoſition 
_ have curſed a: very great Earthquake {which 
If\ands of vis Nope arEmuch tybjeR jjto,) ahd ſo; by 
coriſequence , reafoh indices me' to believe, that very 
tew in or near the" Town had eſcaped alive, But God 
"Hl — 'whole 


' honſes, charthe whole Town became prefent! 
to its flames , it being fuppoſed there is no 


and mingle: 
ro the fa 


re of our” 


© whoſe meretes are infintiehere; demobſtrated itunts us; 
retry with his fadgetments, 


in not punifhi 
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This blow fo &ifperſcd the Fire, andſhattered all the 
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$00 houſes conſtmcd in this terrible conflagrayion, with 
ods, the Town being yery rich in 


a very great value of go 


Commodittes;of whtch 


vety little was 'fayed, moſt off 


thofe goods being toocumberous as ro admit of aſudden 


removecal. 
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Barabdoes April 
27. 1668, 
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rut count from 
©; your faithful Friends, 
"qe \\ ., 3s 4 v , 


FB, 


This 3ridge Town was the chicſeft place in all the 
{s. in Commodities, and 


Barbadoes , 


th for Ut 
- numerouſneſs in "Inhabſtints”; there were above 


Twenty able Merchants living in the ſame, who drave a 


great Tradein Tobacco, 
The lofles that accrewed by this 
ration,. amounted to 


flag 


- 


pound, as hath been ſince eſtimated, and and 
able knowing Merchants delivered in unto his 


Sugar, Ginger, Indigo, &c. 
great and ſn 
ve four Hundred thouſand 


b ſome 
Majeſty. 
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